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27 ls is a Pſalm pepe - 

church and people sf God in 

| 25 dark and 3 times. 
I SED What particular troubles "the 
_ Iſrael 5 God were under at 

that time is not ſaid: But this we find their 

troubles were ſo grievous and oppreſſive, that 


ecars 


1 r p¼— ; 


ts Þ | 
tears were the meat and bs Eine they fl 


e 


prer ae 4 matter with God, that | 


e would appear in tender mercy for them, 
that he would ſhine forth, and ſtir up his 


ſtrength and come and fave them: By which 


the devout Plalmiſt teaches the people of 


God whither to go, and to whom to betake 


themſelves, in all their dark, perplexed and 


diſtreſſing times, even to the great God him- 
ſelf, and that in the way of humble, fervent 
prayer, pleading and filling our mouths with 


arguments, that he would appear for our 


help and ſal vation. 
Let us give a diſtinet en to 
the ſeveral things contained in our text, which 
affords us ſome of the beſt inſtruftions under 
our preſent dark, threatning and perplexed | 
* . | 
. Let us cok der the und titles a. 
gfe 2 with, and by which the 
P/almiſt addreſſes himſelf in his projers 
and ſupphcations. 
II. Let 


+ 41 


Let 2 conſider the prayer igſelf in the 
85 articles thereof, by which be 
addreſſes himſelf to God in "bebal If of his 
_ chur Te and people, in their dark and 
 \erplexed times. 

1 ut. Then let us conſider the P ſalmi it's holy 
confidence in God for Salvation to. his 
church and eople. 

1. Let us confider 75 titles and charadters 
with, and ty which he addreſſes the Divine 
Majefty in his prayers for the church and 
people of God. 

Such as Shepherd of Aa who leadeth 
Joſeph as a flock ; who dwelleth between the 
| cherubims : and that 22 before Ephraim 
and Benjamin, and Manaſſeh. 

1ſt. He addreſſes himſelf toGed as the -ſhep- 
berd of his people,and who led them as a flock. 

God is the great ſhepherd of his people, 
and is frequently ſpoken of under this cha- 
racter, Pal. 23. 1. The Lord is my ſhepherd : 
So Eccleſ. 12. 11. Our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
the Son of God is in a more eſpecial man- 
ner ſet forth under this character: Thus it 
is propheſied of him, Iſaiah 46. 11. And he 
ſhall feed his flock, that is his church, like a 
ſhepherd : So Ezck. 34. 23. And 1 will ſet 
up one ſhepherd over them, and he ſhall 
feed them, even my ſervant David, that 


is Chriſt the ſon of David, ſhall feed 
5 them 


ord Jeſus Chrilt- Ns e appeared ix 

the world took this. character fo himſelf. 
Ian the good. ſhepherd. \ . 'The Apoſtle 
Riles him. the ſhepberd and bi bop of jour. 
| fouls. * and the. great ſhepherd of he ep 
thro the cverlaftng covenant}, E 

Now to c ſider Chriſt as the g great gabe 
herd of his people, i is to 8 on Him 20 
king and head of his church; ho has the 
entire care, government and diſpoſal of his 
church in his- own hands. It implies his 
kingly power and authority exerciſed for the 
good, ſafety and comfort 9 bis church. And 
hence David's advancement to the throne of 
Urael is ſet forth by his being taken from 
being a ſhepherd. 7 the ſhecp literally, to 
his bein the ſhepherd of bis people Teael, 
He ok David alſo his ſervant, and took 
- him from the ſheepfold, from following the 
_ ewes great with young, and brought — to 
feed Jacob his people, and Iſrael hit inheri- 
tance. He fed them according to the in- 
tegrity of his heart and the ſkilfulneſs of 
his hands. And hence a King and Shep- 
herd are ſpoken of ſynonimouſly as ſigni» 
fying the fire thing. And David thy I 
vant ſhall be king over N and they ſhall 


all have one ſhepherd. Vl _- And 


® John 15. 14. + 1 Pet. 2. 25. 1 Heb. 1 
9 Plal. 78. 70, 71. £2 Ezek be. 37. * 
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en biing. de Abend bf fie "paw 
— IR that carried 
— S ths reſin e 


darko nn yepctey hen hey knew not 
what t6:do/nvr which way to go; 
great ſupport and comfort — chink 
they had ſuch a ſhepherd, ſuch an all-ſuffici> 
ent daviour t go to in all their ũmes of need. 
For as à ſhepherd, a wiſe, good and faith» 
ful ſhepherd; leads, rules and feeds his flock, 
and — and defends it againſt its ene 
mies; pea God's: being their ſhepherd” led 
them to expect infinitely more from God, 
the great and the good ſhepherd, than from 
the of. earthly ſhepherds, Thus .we 
2 what great and things the Pſalmiſt 
dr from the conſideration: of Gods 
being his ſhepherd. The Lord is my ſhep- 
"herd, I hall ant want, he maketh me to lie 


cially in times of trouble, 


down an green paſtures'= He leadeth me be- 


fide the ſtilb waters, He reſtoreth my ſoul, 

He leadeth me in the paths of ri chteouſnefs 
For his: name fake: Yea though 7 walk thro” 

the valley of the ſhadow of death, I will 
fear no evil, for thou art with me. Thy 
rod and thy ſtaff com fort me.“ Well there- 
fore might thePſalmiſt with holy confidence 
| call upon God to give ear as the rb 
3 Y 


„ Pl, 23. ws 1. 


ley. 


of Insel. Kor 10 whom wilha Hock, a poor 
and feeble flock go ↄbut to: their ſnepheid 
for direction andaſlitance;} for ſupport and 
ſupplies? Sure ly ithis muſt needs be the: ſup» 
port and comforti the ſafety and hippitek 
of the church and people of God at all 
times; to vis ww Fl zm as their ſhepherd. What 
a mighty encouragement is it for the peop le 
of God to pray, and; what holy os 
does it give us in prayer, to be able to ſay, 
the Lord is our ſhepherd, and we are his 
people, the ſneep of his paſture- ? For what 
does this lead od to expect 3 but that this 
Sod will eſpouſe our cauſe if it be good 
and righteous, that he: will defend 
us, and provide: for us; that he will 
us to green paſtuzes; beſides the 
till waters: That He will watch over us 
by night and by day; that he Will defend 
-us from our. enemies, and protect us in all 
times of danger: and that if He does ſuffer 
his church ſometimes for their ſins, to be 
worried by the cruel ravages of others: 
and for the exerciſe of their faith and pa- 
tence, yet he will appear and deliver them 
out of the jaws of the oppreſſor: And in ſhort 
will ſo protect his flock from all the eruel de- 
figns of their enemies, that the gates of Hell, 
the powers of darkneſs ſhall not prevail 
en them.— his great — the — 
an 


*. £2. 
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 * endicomimariderof his people may ſuffer the 


heathen and other enemies of the CON Z 


God to rage, to imagine vain things: 


may permit che kings of "the earth, to fo 


_ themſelves; and the rulers to take -counſal 
againſtthe Lord and againſt» his ancinted, 

ſaying; let us break their bands. aſunder, and 
caſt away their cords from us: But this great 
ſhepherd who fitteth in the heavens ſhall 


ack gh/theEord ſhall have them in deriſion.“ 


And Chen God, for the correction of his 
church and people, when they decline from 
his ways, ſuffers the enemies thereof to 
oppreſs, to worry and tare and ſcatter the 


E. $A 


flock ; yet if they repent and return he will 


recover and gather them again. The Boar 
out of the wood may waſte it; and the beaſt 
of the field may devour it, for a while ; yet 
this great and good ſhepherd will not utter- 


ly leave his flock : But will return and viſit 


and gather them. In a liitle wrath I hid my 
face from them, for a moment: But with 
everlaſting kindneſs will J have mercy on 
thee, faith the Lord thy redeemer. f So that 
rhis character of a ſhepherd affords abun- 
' Gant encouragement to the people of God 
to cry to him, and hope and truſt in him. 
A2dly. The P/almft addreſſes himſelf to 
_ as rt We the Cherubims. 

; | Thou 


u. C. t, 25 $» & 4 T{aiah FRY 


fo tf 


Fun bat dwelleft letivcen theGhernliun 
Now for the underſtanding/ this: chargers 
and to know what is meant by it; we may 
look into the 25th of Exodus 14th: verſe 
and ſo on; . find the a ent 
; of an ark to be made, the ark of the teſti» 
mony ; becauſe in it was depoſited the tcf+ 
timony which od gave to Iſrael; and upon 
this ark of ny was placed the mercy 
ſeut exactly of the ſame Jett: and breadth; 
And there were two cherubims of glory to 
be made and placed at the two ends of the 
mercy f{cat, one at one end, and the othet 
at the other end; with their wings ſtretched 
out on high covering the mercy feat. Now 
when the ark was thus prepared, and the 
mercy feat placed upon it, and the cheru» 
bims placed at each end of the ſame ; ſays 
God to Moſes 22d ver. THERE I will meet. 
with thee, and will commune with thee; from 
above the mercy ſeat between the two che: 
rubims, which are upon the ark of the teſti- 
mony ; of all things which I will give theein 
commandment unto the children of Iſrael. 
So that the ark, and the mercy feat, and the 
cherubims of glory, were the ſymbols or 
tokens of the divine preſence ; this was the 
place whereGod met, and com muned with his 
people Iſrael, delivering his oracles and com- 
mandments to them : And as the cherubims 
Vers 


TE» 
were ont bn ont end, arid the other oh tht 
| betice-end-of the ark” and | mercy fear ;/ 40 

che tokens of the divine pteſence were bez 
twecn thoſe cherubims cht 
the: mercy fear: For there it was that God 
mnifeſted himſelf and his wind unto his 
Accordingly we rrud That when 
Moſes went imo the eongregation to ſpeak 
— lie heard the voice of one ſpeak- 
ing to him from off the mercy feat;that was 
— ark of theteſtimony from between 
the tWw/o cherubims, and he ſpake unto him. 
Thus we fee the meaning of this character; 
That: dwalleft: between tbe chonubims.” The 
ark or cheſt containing the law or * | 
ny, and the merey fear placed —ů— | 
God:dweliing or maniteſting himfelf upoa 
this mercy ſear; ſerves to ſet oy that not- 
withſtanding the inviolable regard God has 
to his own holy law ; yet in and through 
Chriſt the Mediator, who has made atone- 
ment for our breaches of the divine law, He 
exhibits himſelf even to ſinners upon a mer- 
cy feat, ready to fhew mercy to them, not- 
withſtanding their manifold tranſgreſſſons of 
the divine Jaw. And the two cherubims 
between which. he dwelt, as manifeſting 
his merciful regards to the finful- children 
of men, ſignify to us that the holy angels 


555 


Kum. 7. 39. 


2 all and every one at his command: that 


he 


[ 24 TY 
are heartily pleaſed: at Dede beg him 
ſelf on a ſeat .of mercy. to ſome who 4 


tranſgr, eſs d his holy law. And: che an 


looking down earneſtly. upon the mercy + Amy 
ſignifies that h was ſuch a myſtery of love 


and grace, that tb angels deſiredito lool into. 
And they are repreſented on the merey ſeat 
as upon the pinga ready in a: moment to 
fulfil the kind ꝓurpoſes of God for the do 
fence and ſafety of his church and people. 


Now this is a character that might | 
well encourage the devout Pſalmũſt in his 
prayer to God: For to ſay, Thou that dwel- 


left between the cherubims, was as much as to 


ſay, Thou who art pleaſed to exhibit thy 


ſelf to us on a mercy ſeat, ready to ſhew 
mercy and favour to us, according toall that 
our caſe calls for. It is as much as to ſay, 

O thou i hat heareft prayer, and that dwelleſt 


between the cherubims, grant us to ſee that 


thou haſt cherubim and ſeraphim at thy 
command : that as they all ſurround thy 


throne, they are ready with their wings 


ſpread abroad, to be the ſpeedy executioners 
of God's will, for the preſervation and in- 
largement of his church, and for the deſtruc- 
rion of her enemies. Thon that dwelleft be- 
tween the cherubims, intimating that they 


i” Pet. 3. + 


? Y 


[ is } 


he ſays to one go and he be? 6 audther 
come, eons ga, anther} he dt ir. 

Although under nn we U ve 
not thoſe gut ward ſigns-and/fymbelsTf: — 
divine preſente as the Hraelites hid in the 
ark, the merey fear, and e 
made or over laid RH Pu gold; or fack's - 
viſible appearances of: the:divine'; gle „A8 fe 
Iſraelites had u the SH of 143" \Fet 
bleſſed be God, we hade ſire and 25 der- 
tain tokens of the- Hetil: preſenee roy ft 
as. they had. en 208, MF 520 2 
In and theo Jeſus Thrift ng a 
2 merey ſeat, and * pies,” 
we may rde oy 1 Ge and Fr 1 
and nd gruct to he n 
we may addreſs bim A berden 
the cherubims: For is not his 1rone”en- 
compaſſed with thouſands of angels, I 
with ten thouſand times ten thouſand, POE 
ing before him, and waiting to do His will? 
And ate they not all Winlltring ſpirits, ſent 
forth: to miniſter to them who ſhall be heirs 
of ſalvation? And ſo we may conclude that 
they all ſtand ready to every good office for 
the church of God, which He mall order 
them unto. dns YIITT 

| Here then is encouragement! for prayer | 

and may give us faith in prayer; That our 


God 


ns Heb. 4. 16. 


(6) 


trons that he Amelia) bet 
„and has all thoſe te: 

| A., 0 S ploy j u 
ple rae good. of iv cor 
107 his: $paple. Chriſt abſerved 
eee he was apprehended of 
2 myltitudo of foldi- 
then; that if he ſhould pray to his 
6 wou id preſentiyſend im mare that 
angels for his helpBeſuccgur.* 
e the multitide of kind offices 
have been done for us by. the miniſtry 


1 whith we have dern iaſeslble of ! 


e 
chatiots. and horſes from the king of. Syria, 
9. Nhe the prophet. Eliſha ; the prophet 's 


was greatly. diſtreſſed at the ſight of 
them, ; But upon Eliſha's prayer, the young 
man's eyes were opened, and he ſaw the 
mountain full of of horſes and chariots of 
fre round about Eliſha, which. were ſo many 
| angels. to ſafeguard, the man of God: + And 
conſidering Cod as dwelling between the 
: 15 ubims, we ha ve abundant encouragement 
r hope that upon our humble and fervent 
fas God will ſend them forth for the 
afety and defence of his church and people. 
The chariots of God are twenty thouſand, even 
thouſand; of . tae Lord is among them 
in 


x 


ach ol 


Matt. 26. 62. 1 2 Kings 6. 17. 


1 


in Sinai, in the holy place*. The angel of the 
Lord encampeth round about them that fear 
him, and delivereth. them. Tf 

Zdly. Let us conſider the plalmiſt ad- 
dreſſing himſelf to God as marching 
before the armies of Iſrael, to lead and 
guard them ſafely to the proniiſed . land, 
expreſſed" in "theſe words, Before Ephraim, 
and Benjamin and Manaſſeh. * 

No theſe three tribes are expreſsly men- 
tioned, as is ſuppoſed, becauſe theſe three 
tribes, according to the order for: their 
encampment in the wilderneſs, were next 
after the ark and tabernacle, thoſe 
ſymbols of the divine preſence and 
power; and followed immediately after in 
all their journeys thro' the wilderneſs; as 
you may ſee in the account of their en- 
camping and marching, as we have it in the 
ſecond chapter of Numbers. There we 
find the ſtandard of the camp of Judah, and 
with him Iſſachar and Zebulon on the caſt 
fide, and on the ſouth ſide the ſtandard" of 
the camp of Reuben,and with him the tribe 
of Simeon andGad. Then as we are told in 
17th verſe gf that chapter, the tabernacle 
of the congregation was to ſet forward 
with the camp of the Levites in the 
midſt of the camp. Now immediately after 
6 C the 
„ Pal. 68. 7. + Phil: 30. 7. 


/ 


18 1. 
che ark and he on the RA fi . way 


the ſtandard of the carp of Ephraim, and 


with him Benjamin and Manaſſeh, the three 
wribes here mentioned. So that Ephraim, and 
Benjamin, and Manaſſeh, were the three 
tribes, that marched next to the ark and 
tabernacle, and followed at a pro 


diſtance after it. So here the pſalmiſt 


conſiders God who dwelt between the che- 


rubims, as encamping and marching before 
theſe three tribes, who had the priviledge of 
following after theark of the divinepreſence. 
Now the Pfalmiſt, we may ſuppofe, mentions 


this in his addreſs to God, as what might en- 


courage him to pray and excite faith in 
prayer. He pleads in this, that as God 
went before theſe tribes thro the wilderneſs 
to ſcatter their enemies, and make way for 
them to paſs fafe to the promiſed land: So 
that now he will give ear arid go ſtill before 
them for their help and deliverance from 
any difficulties they were then under. It 
maſt needs have been a great comfort, and 
encouragement to the tribes of Iſrael, that the 


Lord was with them; that by the ſignal 


rokens of his preſence he marched at The 
head of them, to lead and guide them in 
the right way, the way wherein he would 
have them to go, and deliver them from all 
the difficulties that were before them. This 


Was 
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19 . 
was what gave courage and comfort to the 
Iſrael of God, that they could ſee and ſay 
the Lord was wich them, and went before 
them. How ſupporting, animating and 
-com forting was it to Iſrael in their journey 
thro' the wilderneſs, when the ark ſet for- 
ward, and thoſe tribes followed af ter, to have 
thoſe words uttered by Moſes as in Numb. 
10. 35, 36. Riſe up Lord, and let thine ene- 
mes be ſcattered, — theſe that hate thee flee 
before thee : and when the ark refled,to ſay, 
Return, O Lord, unto the many thouſands of 
thine Iſrael. 
As this was the happy caſe of the 
Iſraelites in general, and gave them great 
ground of faith and holy confidence in 
prayer, that God was in the midſt of 
them: So any evident tokens of the divine 
| preſence 1 with a people, afford abundant en- 
couragement for prayer, and will excite faith 
in prayer: And indeed what greater encou- 
ragement for prayer, than to find that God 
is with us of a truth? What confidence does 
this give a people of their preſent ſafety, to 
be well perſuaded that God is in the midſt 
of then? What holy confidence did this 
raiſe in thePſalmiſt, with reſpect to the church 
of God, as he expreſſes it, God is in the 
- midſt of ber, foe j Nu not he moved ; God 


C73 2¹¹ 
* Pal. 36. 5, G7. | | 75 
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ſhall bel her, and. that right early + The 


Heat hen er the kingdoms were moved; 


He uttered his voice, the earth melted. The 


Lord of boſts is with us, the God of Jacob i ts 


our refuge. 

Thus Bah for the titles. and charac- 
ters by which the Pſalmiſt addreſſes God in 
prayer, The ſhepherd of Iſrael, who leadeth 


Joſeph as a 74 who dwells between the 
cherubime, and who goes before Ephraim, 


end Benjamin, and Manaſſeh. 


II. I now proceed to the ſecond general 

head, viz. To conſider the prayer itſelf 
in & by which he addreſſes himſelf to God 
Jor his church and people, in their pre- 
ſent dark and troubleſome times. 

1. The firſt thing which he humbly 
and earneſtly beſpeaks is, that God would 
give car, that he would ved a ning ear to 
' Sher: prayer. ': 

Thus he begins his order, ſaying, Give 
ear O ſhepherd of Iſrael, &c. This is the 
firſt thing he aſks of God, that he would 
be aſe to hear his requeſts When he 
begs of God to give ear, he does not intend 
. that He would give him the hearing, 
ſo as barely to know what he wanted or 
deſired of Him: But aſks that he would 
anſwer his requeſt, and grant him the mercy 

he 


. 


8 al „ | „ 
he aſked of Him. Many ſuch requeſts as 
this we- find recorded, eſpecially of the Pſaf- 
miſt, an eminent pattern of high devorion. 
Hear me when J call, O God of my righ- 
teouſneſs; have: mere upon me, and hear 


Prayer Lord hear my voice, let thine ears 


be attentive,ta the voice of my ſupplication.F 
In which he prays not only to be heard, bye 
to be heard to purpoſe, to be heard and an- 
ſwered; and that the prayer of his petition 
. might be granted. This ĩs the deſign of prayer: 
This is what puts us upon prayer. Men are not 
prompted to prayer, barely for God to hear 
what they ſay; but to grant what they aſk.— 
And this is the glorious privilege we have, 
that the Lord our God is the great hearer 
ol prayer. O thou that heareſt prayer, is a 
2p title. given to Him. Here let me 
lay, 81 | 
2M 1ſt, God hears us in the firif literal 
= \/en/e of bearing, when we call upon him. 
3} That is, he hears and knows every prayer 
XZ that is prayed unto him, and every petition 
in every prayer. Our God is not like the 
idols of the heathen, who have eyes, that is 
the form of eyes, but they ſee not ; and ears, 
that is the ſhape of them, but they hear not: 
But our God both ſees the ſtate, and hears 
the cries of all his people, when they pray 
. 0 . 
.. + Pal. 230. 4. 1 Pal. 65. a, 
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wnto him, as we may fi 
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cording to the Plalmiſt, * He har 23 
the eye, ſhall not he ſee? He that planted 
the car, ſhall not he hear ? Surely 223 
made the ſceing eye, and the hearing ear, 
can himſelf both ſee and hear. In fhort, 
God is omaiſcient, and conſequently ſees 
and hears and knows every thing about us. 
Thou knoweſt my down- ſiting. and mine 
wen and art 'acquainted with all my 
ways: There is not 4 181 in my tongue, 
but lo, O Lord, thou knoweſt it altogether. 
And now in this ſenſe of hearing, God hears 
the prayers of all, of the finner as well as of 
the ſaint. Hehears them, as hep octly knows 
every thing that is ſaid or done in * 
or on earth, and by all the inhabitants there- 
of. Such knowledge is too wonderful for 
us, and we cannot attain unto it; but eaſy 
to him whoſe underſtanding is infinite. 
But then, 
2dly. He is the great hearer of prayer in 


' another ſenſe ; even as he grants the requeſts 


of ſuch as aſk. i in a right manner. 


"This is the ſenſe of hearing that is to the 
purpoſe, and what is generally underſtood by 
hearing our prayers; and what the people 


of God mean when they pray that God 
would hear them when they call, and be at- 
tentive | 05 


® Plal. 94. 9. | + Pal. 239. Y * 


B FS 
tentive to the voice of their ſupplications; 
it is anſwering and granting, which is the 


bearing that the humble ſuppliant deſires: 


when God refufes to anfwer, he is faid 


| not to hear. I cry fays Job, but thou doſt 


got hear.“ So ſays the Pfalmiſt, if I regard 
iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not hear 


me. And faysGod himſelf to a people funk 


into groſs corruption, when ye make many 


prayers, T will not hear you}. This was 


not becauſe his ears were heavy, that he 
could not hear ; but becaule their iniquities 
had ſeparated between them and their God. 
Sin provokes the holy God to cover himſelf 
as with a cloud, that their prayers ſhall not 

aſs thro' ſo as to be heard and anſwered. 
Bur as to prayers which are offered up in 


fincerity,and for things agreeable to his will, 


God will hear, as he will anſwer. For this 
is the confidence we have, that if we aſk any 
thing according to his will, he heareth, that 

is, he anſwereth us. : 
zdly. Accordingly this is the thing we 
are to beſpeak, and carneſtly plead with God 
in the firſt place, that he wonld bear us when 

we call, and cry unto him. | 
So. the Pſalmift begins, Give ear O ſbep- 
herd of Vrael, and he often begins his de- 
votional plalms with earneſtly beſpeaking the 
; > | divine 

4 Job 3% 29. + Plal. 66, 28. T Ifaiah x. 2g. 
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- divine audience. . Bow down thine ear, (01 
Lord, hear me.* O Lord God of my ſalva- 
tion, I have cried day and night Pefore thee. 
Let my prayer come before thee, inclint 
thine car unto my cry. T And at the conſe- 
cration of the temple, that houſe of prayer 
for all nations, how did Solomon beſpeak 
and. earneſtly plead withGod to hear in hea- 
ven his dwelling-place ; and-when he heard 
to forgive, and do, according to what their 
ſpecial caſe might call for!t | 
* And thus it becomes us, ben we are 
about to addreſs the Divine Majeſty in devout 
and ſolemn prayer, to intreat and beſeech 
bim to hear when we call; and to plead 
the matter with him, that he would hear in 
Heaven, and anſwer, and do, according to all 
that we call upon him for. Now there are 
many things that may be pleaded with God, 
to hear us when we call, and which arguings 
and pleadings will be pleaſing to him, and 
prevalent with him. Thus we may plead 
with God, and. that truly, and e and 
oftentimes effectually, | 
1. Firſt of all our own indigence, Wweak- 
neſs, and the abſolute need we fland in & 
Him to hear, help and ſave us. 
That we are poor, weak dependent crea- 
tures is true: and God would have us ſen- 
5 | {ible 


*. Fla. $6, x. + Pal. et. {© Kings 8. 29, 30. 


— 


* by — 
— — > 2 
"= — An C2, en Hoe, —_— —_—  — — PEI — =” RE 
— — — - — -v — — — — 2” 06" — — ww — — Fas — — 2 —— oor et 
MD. ” . ” ww — — 2 4 = * 2 


Ws (as 1 
ſible of it: And to plead this with God 


from an inward ſenſe hereof, will be pleaſing 
to Him. We muſt be ſenſible, that we are 
ſuch poor, ignorant, ſhort-ſighted, feeble crea- 
tures that we can do nothing of ourſelves ; 
that we need the divine direction, aſſiſtance 
and bleſſing continually; for without Him 
we cannot expect to proſper, nor do an) 
thing to the purpoſe. We muſt plead wit 

God as King Jehoſaphat did, when beſet with 
powerful armies ready to ſwallow up both him 
and his people; and fay we have no might a- 
gainſt this great company thatcometh againſt 
us; neither know we what to do; but our 
eyes are upon thee*, The more humble ſenſe 
we have of our own weakneſs, and inſuffi- 
ciency without God, the more ready will he 
be to hear and anſwer us: For the more 
plainly a people ſee their dependence upon 
God, the better prepared are they to be help- 
ed and ſaved by him: And whenever God 
hears and helps ſuch a people, they will be 
ready to acknowledge Him, and give him 
the glory of it. Whereas if a people have 
no proper ſenſe of this, they will be for ſa- 
crificing to their own net, and burning in- 
cenſe to their own dragg : as if their own 


Kill, power and goodneſs had done all for 
them. 1 
D 2. We 


2 Chron, 20. 12. 
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bo 2. We may and we ought to plead the 


power and the all-Jufficiency of God, to hear | 
and help us when we. cry unto bim. | 


When we cry to God to give ear to our 


ſupplication, we may plead with him, that 


let the cafe be _ it will, he is abundantly 
able to help We may plead with 


him, thar all power in heaven and earth be- 


longs to him : We may plead that in his 
hand is power and might; and that he can 
do every thing, yea exceeding abundantly 


above all that we are able to aſk, or even 
to think. 


3. Again. We may plead with 984 5 to 


hear us when we call, from the infinite good- 
neſs, mercy and compa on Gad. 


It is from the infinite goodnefs and com- 


paſſion of God that He ever hears and an- 


fwers when we call upon him. And we 
may ſucceſsfully plead that he would extend 
fuch goodneſs and compaſſion to us. We 
may plead and ſay in all our perplexities, 


_ difficulties and dangers with the Pfalmiſt, | 
Thou O Lord our God art, a God full of 


compaſſion, and gracious, tong-ſuffcring and 
plenteous in mercy and in truth, O turn unto 


me, and have mercy upon me.* 


4. Again, We may plead the prom; ze of 


Godt to hear us when we call. 


We 


* Pſal. 86. 15, 16. 
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We may. plead and ay, haſt thou not 
aued thy (cf a God he beareth rer, and 
encouraged & required. all fle/þ to come unto 
thee,* Haſt thou not allo ſaid, call upon me 
in the day of trouble, I will. deliver thee, 
and thou ſhalt glorify me. f Or indeed haſt 


thou ever {aid to any of the praying ſeed of 
Jacob, ſeek ye me in vain? But on the con- 


trary; is not this the general declaration of 
God in his word, that he who aſketh re- 


ceiveth ; and he that ſeeketh findeth : And 


if earthly parents know how to give good 
gifts unto their children; how much more 
ſhall our heavenly father give good things 


to them that aſk him}? Again, 


* 


5. The people of God may plead the 


. covenant relation they ſtand in to him. 


God hasa ſpecial regard to hisown people, 
and he allows them to plead their covenant 


relation to him. Theſe are the gracious 


words of God to his covenant people. If 
my people which are called by my name, ſhall 
humble themſelves, and pray, and ſeek my 
face, and turn from their wicked ways: 
then willI hear from Heaven, and will for- 


give their ſin and heal their landh. 80 
when Moſes pleaded with God in behalf of 


his people Iſrael, he pleads after this manner, 


0 Pal. 6e- 3. 1 Pl. core. $20 
82 Chron. 7. 14. ML. , b 
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ying, conſider . nation is thy prople®. 


So theProphet pleads fa 15 beats fee we 
beſeech thee, we are all thy: people; there- 
fore be not wroth very ſore, O Lord, neither 
remember W forever. 


6. Again. We may plead former inſtandces 


of God's hearing and helping 1 in times of 7 


trouble. 

So pleads thepſalmiſt, hear tte hes I call, 
O God of m) y fightedufnicls : Thou haſt en- 
larged me n! was in diſtreſs. The righte- 
ous cry and the Lord Heareth. This poot 
man cried and the Lord heard him. And 
may we not plead that he is the ſame prayer- 
hearing God that ever he was? 80 far 
as we have taſted and ſeen that the Lord is 
good and'gracious, and have been heard in 
any of our prayers, this may encourage us to 
go on in prayer, and plead for further fak 
vation and deliverance. 

7. Again. In pleading with God to hear 
us when we cry, we muſt be able to plead 
the r1ghtcouſneſs o our cauſe. 

We muſt be able to plead with David and 
ſay, hear me when I call, O God of my righte- 
oufneſs, or of my righteous Cauſe ; fy it is 
ſometimes rendered. The righteous Lord 
loves righteouſneſs, and his countenance doth 
behold the upright. And when our cauſe 

is 


®FExod, 13. 13. 1 Iſaiah 64. 9. 1 Pal. 4. 1. 5 Prat. 33. 27. 


RJ TV 


W3 UT — WW y* waz 


t 25 J 


is good 264 riglit, we wan eomhit the Amte 
Eil nden to che bly and fightegus 
God ; but no other. If the cauſe we afe 
concerned in is ntighteous, and we: are 
apprehenſive of it, it Would be 1 pre 
ſumption for us to commit ſtich a catife \” 
God: For it is only the caufe öf truth, 
tice and good neſs that is the Ste of | 
and in every ſuch caſe we, may comtihft Bi 
ſame to him, and fay, ar Ur iſe ) God, Lo 
thine own chuſe . 8 | 

But then, 155 | 

8. If we would ied to Be bete 0 207 
putpelt, we muſt p 22 in the lame of vir 
Lord Fefus ChHR; 750 only prevailing ade 
cate with the Father. © | 

Ro is our merciful bh faith 3 Ma Hi brief in 


ways Beatz, : Tees. he, "affires | his 5 th, | 
that whatſorver they aft the Father in 575 


RN name he will give it them f. He appears in 


the preſence of God for us: He preſetits 
our humble and ſincere regueſts: He 
perfumes them with the incenſe of his me- 
rits, and preſents them to the Father to hear 
and anſwer: Well then, in this moſt worthy 

and prevailing name, we muſt plead with 
| God to hear us when we call upon bim. 
And 


* 


fal. 74. 22. + 9 16. 23. 
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And this is the confidence we have that if 
we aſk any thing in his name, and according 
to his will, he heareth us}. 3 

2. The next thing in the prayer before 
us is, that the God of Iſrael who dwelt be- 
tween the cherubims would ſhine forth : But 
the time is ſo far ſpent, that I muſt leave 
this, with the other articles of prayer to 


the afternoon. _ 


* 


Jo conclude therefore at preſent. 

As this is a day ſet apart by authority 
for humiliation and prayer; and as we are 
under the rebukes of Divine Providence, 
and dark and threatning clouds hang over 
our nation, and over theſe colonies in Ame- 
rica, and over this in particular: And as 


there are many mercies and favours to aſk, 
more eſpecially at this ſeaſon of the year, 
with reſpe& to our Huſbandry, our Fiſhery, 
our Manufactures, our Trade and Merchan- 
dize ; ſo let us in all the humiliations, de- 
precations, and prayers of this day, and at 
all times, view the great and the bleſſed God 
in all his amiable and inviting characters; 
and ſuch eſpecially as our text preſents us 
with, that may encourage us to pray, and 
excite faith in our prayers. _ 

| Thus let us eye the great God as the 
ſhepherd of his people ; and as the Lord 
| our 

+ John 24. 14. 1 John 4. 16. 
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our ſhepherd in particular, who has beem 


the leader, and feeder, protector and Saviour 


of This People from the days of our Fore- 


fathers unto this very day: He inſpired 
our Fathers with zeal and courage to leave 
their native land, and led them over the vaſt 
atlantic ocean, and fettled them down in 
this, then waſte and howling wilderneſs ; 
where He protected them, nouriſhed them, 


and Tac ry them; till we are grown into 


a multitude, as at this day : Which are con- 
ſiderations that ſhould. encourage us in prayer; 
as well as inlarge our hearts in thankfulneſs, 
and fill our mouths with praiſes. 
Moreover, Let us view Him as the God 
who dwelt between the cheruhims of old, 


upon a mercy ſeat, a throne of grace en- 


compaſſed with holy angels; ready not only 
to execute his judgments upon his and his 


church's enemies; but to miniſter to their 
ſafety, and benefit of his church and people. 


Are they not all miniftring ſpirits, ſent forth 
to miniſter for them who ſhall be the heirs 
of ſalvation? And this may and ought to 
encourage us to call upon God in prayer, 
with hopes of being heard and anſwered : 
For here we do by an eye of faith behold 
the Lord of glory, ſeated upon a throne of 
grace, to which we are invited to come with 
boldneſs to obtain mercy and find grace to 

| help 
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help in time of need. Behold FR boly 
angels all around him, e to. go forth and 
2 * to The, fafety. of his = and peo- 
ple; and net ſuffer any to do them wrong. 
Here we do as it were behold the angels of 
the Lord encamping round about his people 


and. delivering them as we are taught“. 


Bu then is 4 laſt wr Let us $/in r 


_— 


va among them, 4 bog nd lg them 
by the ſymbols and tokens of his © preſence 
with them, ſuch as his ſanctuary, his word, 

his /abbaths, his ordinances ; as alſo his ſpi- 
ritual, ſpecial and gracious preſence with 
his faints and ſervants, going before them, 
and leading them in the way wherein they 
ſhould go; like the ark, and tabernacle of. 


old, that went before Ephraim and Benjamin 
and Manaſſeh, which were the tribes that 
went next immediately after the ſame. And 


ſo we are to view Him in our praycrs, as 
the God who can direct us in all our ways, 
who can by his ſpiritual and providential 
preſence, diſpel the darkneſs that is ſcattered 
in our paths, and deliver us from the per- 
plexities and encumbrances that are in our 


ways, and lead us in the paths of — 


neſs and peace. 


And 
l. 24. 7. N | 
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And now let us 1 this. 
God, this ſhepherd of Iſrael, _ dwelt 
between the cherubims, and led Joſeph as a 
| flock, as our God, as the God of New-Eng- 
land ; whom our Fathers and we after them 
have gyouched to be our God, and to N 


globe 


we have given up ourſelves in covenant. 


very God our Fathers cried to and were de- 
livered, the God in whom they truſted. and 
were not confounded... "Wherefore: ler 


us cry to him as his peop le of old in our 
text, and ſay, Give ear O. ſhepherd of Iſrael, 


who leadeſt Joſeph as a flock, 7 And let 


us remember and believe that: God's ears are 


as open to our cries as to Iſrael of old; and 


that he ſays to us, as he did to them,“ Be- 


hold the Lord's hand is not ſhorted that-it 


cannot fave, nor his ears heavy that he can- 
not hear: But your iniquities have ſeparated 
between you, and your God, and have hid 


his face from you.— Thus the caſe ſtands 


with us at this day: If God does not give 
ear to our cry, it is becauſe our ſins ſtop his 
ears; and our iniquities ſeparate between us 
and our God. Well then, all our cries to 
God to hear and help us muſt be accompa- 
nied with penitent confeſſion of our ſins, 


- our more crying ſins eſpecially, with abhor- 


rence of them, and reſolutions by divine 
grace toreform,and forſake them; and to have 
* no 


Iſaiah 59. 1, 2. 
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no more to do with thoſe corrupt: and evil 
practices, that are ſo offenſive. to God, and 
which hinder good things from coming to u. 
Moreover, Let us uſe this argument with 
God i in pleading with him to hear: our cries, 
even the need, the abſolute need we ſtarid ih 
help, and that he alone can help us, that 
th Bim alone is the ſtrength, the wiſdom 
and the goodneſs that we need. Here then 
we muſt plead our own weakneſs and want 
of wiſdom, and lableneſs Ly err; and that 
if God mould leave us ourſelves, We 
Mall be likely to let, me fatal miſ- 
takes in our public affairs; that whilſt we 
are ſtrug RR g for Liberty, we ſhall be in 
danger of faftning ſome chains of Havery 
dn us, and dur poſterity. es 
Moreover, We muſt plead our .. ; 
dependance upon God for life and health, 
for food and raiment, and all the comforts 2 
of life both for ourſelves, and for our fami- 
lies; and ſo muſt plead with Him to hear 
our cries, and caufe his eye to be upon us 
for good, from the beginning of che 2 : 
to = end of the fame. 

And here alſo we muſt plead our cove- 
nant relation to God; that he is our God, 
and was our Fathers God; that they choſe 
him for their God; and gave vp thenifelves 
and their poſterity to him ; and therefore 


in 
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W * cries 10 God He. may "plead. and 
by, Behold; ſee we beſeeck thee. we ate thy, 
people: Thought Abraham be ignorant of 
us, and Iſrael ac nowledge us not, yet doubt 
leſs thou. art qur Father, our Wedge mer 4 
name chat is from everlaſting is called upon us*.. 
Here alſo may x 5 a the. PA. experi- 
enges of divine goodneſs ; not only to our 
Fathers in their day,; but th gn mercies 
of God. that we. purſelves have deen een; as pare: 
ticularly in the ſucgeſs given to Britiſſi and 
American arms, whereby we. have been de- 
livered from our enemies; and are bleſt with 
peace, quictneſs and ſafety in our borders: 
and not only ſo, but by his all governing 
| and, overuling providence he has delivered: 
us from ſome gtievous Impoſitlons; and {6: 
turned the hearts of the Britiſh Parliament 
as to repeal the 8 AMe- Adr; which had it 
taken place, and been continued among us, 
might have very much impoveriſhed and in- 
— theſe Colonies. Oh ! then how ſhould 
e hope and plead with God in holy faith 
= confidence, that there may be no impo- 
ſitions upon us but what are conſtitutional. 
And that for the time to come, there may be 
no occaſion for any military troops among 
,to inforce any laws upon us; which haue 
been the unhappy occaſion of many affrays 
nd diſlutbances among us, till of late it 
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Bie even to ſhedding of blood; Which 
Blood lately ran down the ſtreets of our 
capital, and which is now crying to God 
from the ground, and waiting for a ſtrict 
and an impartial inquiſition“. For as the 
reat and holy God himſelf will ſooner or 
ater make 1 818550 for blood; ſo he re- 
quires it of all ſuch as rule by and under 
him. Finally here, if ever we would plead 
with God to any purpoſe, we muſt be ſatis- 
fied with the righteouſneſs of our cauſe, and 
be able to plead that with God, for any re-' 
dreſs we E to him for. We muſt appeal 
to God with the Pſalmiſt for the juſtice and 
equity of our cauſe. Hear me when I call, 
O God of my righteouſneſs, or of my righte- 
ous cauſe.F We muſt ſee that we have a 
righteous cauſe, or we ſhall not dare to 
bring it to God : We muſt refer our cauſe 
and the cauſe of this people to the deciſion 
of Him who is the righteous Lord, and 
loveth righreouſneſs. And we may plead 
with the Pſalmiſt, Pſ. 35. 23, 24. Stir up thy 
ſelf and awake to my judgment, even unto 
my cauſe, my God, and my Lord. Judge 
me O Lord according to thy Tighreouſnieſs, b 
e ONE 
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is The: Grating after the 5 of March, when res? 
Perſons were ſhot dead upon the. ſpot ; and ſeveral 
more wounded, two of whom died quickly of their 
Wende. | | , Paal. 4: —_ | 
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. Give Kai 0 Shep herd of Thracl, bw that 3 
.* leadefl Joſeph Nike a. Flock,. thou; that 
duelleſt between the C herubims, : bi ine 
forth; Before Ephraim, and Benjamin, 

and Manaſſeh, Air tp thy ftrength and 
come and ſave us, Turn us agat nh 

God, and cauſe thy Fe ace to eee 
ub ſhall be Javed. 


HAT I net in the i Forenoon, 
was, 

I. To conſider 1 titles A) 
characters with, and by which the 


Pſalmiſt addreſſes himſelf to God, to en- 


courage himſelf to pray; and to excite faith 
in prayer. And then conſidered thoſe titles 
and characters in the text, The ſhepherdof 
Iſrael, who leads Jefe {pb as 2 flock, who 
ziell: 
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, dwells between the cherubims: who. go. 
Before Ephraim, and Benjamin and Manaſſeh. . 
II. I have begun to b colifiher the Prayer 
ighell, in and by which he addreſſes himſelf” 
to God, for his church and people, in their 
dark and troubleſome times. And the only 
thing I have already conſidered is the plea, © 3 
with God that he would give car, that he 
would hear and anſwer the petitions he _ 6 
about to | offer unto him: From whence 29 
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79 and do ictording to Al that we. Teck 
unto, him and call open him for. In which | 
we may plead our own. elne and inſuffi- 
ciency, | » well as i ne fulneſs and all- ſuffici- 
ency there is in God. The near relation we 
ſtand in to him, that he is -our God, and 
we are his people. We may alſo plead his 
# 
. goodneſs in general, his promiſes, his former 
| loving kindneſles.; and ef pecially muſt we 
_ be able to plead;that our ſe is a good and 
1 righteous cauſe: But above all muſt we plead 
the infinite merits and worthineſs of our 
Lord Jeſus C hriſt; ; in whoſe name alone we 
1 come, and upon whoſe account alone we 
* may hope to be heard and anſwered. 

I now proceed, | 
2. To conſider the next petition in the 
prayer of our text : And that is, that God 

would. 


8 
Id ſhine forth.——Thou that delle 
owes: Cherubi r ſhine forth.” has 


this doubtleſs. refers' to tlie reſponſes or 
arfwers that were wont to 'be given” from 


| the mercy-ſeat, and from between the che- 


rubims ; 'which for that reaſon * was called 
the Oracle. There God manifeſted hiraſelf, _ 
and revealed his mind and will to his peo; 
ple. It was a dark time with the IIa. 
elites when this Pſalm was com poſed; and 
they needed God to ſhine forth and deliver 
ſomething from the oracle, that might dif- 
pel the darkneſs, and ſcatter the clouds that 
hung over them. They were either in cap- 
tivity, or beſet with enemies, or under ſome 
grievous oppreſſion ; and their affairs ſo per- 
plex d that they.knew not what todb: There- 
fore the Pſalmiſt prays. that God would 
ſhine forth ſo clearly; that they might ſee 
the path of duty, and the path oß ſafety, ſo 
clearly and fully as to enter and walk in it. 
And how often is this the caſe with the 
church and people of God, that they are in 
dark and difficult, very threatning and per- 
plexed circumſtances ! How hath the Lord 
covered the daughter of Zion with a cloud 
in his anger!* What black and dark clouds 
are there ſometimes upon the public affairs 
of a people, as to their temporal, political, or 


religious 


Lam. 2. 1. 


E 
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relig ious in tereſts! 1 They are leet or 


IT with enemies, or. they have inteſtine 
jarrs and diviſions among. themſelves, divid- 
ed in their ſchemes, diſconcerted in their 
meaſures; and their way may be ſo hedged 
up, that all help and refuge falls them. They 


Jook on the right hand and on' the left, but 


8 is none to ſave; nor does any door of 
open to them; and there is ſuch dark- 
2 ſcattered in their paths, that they know 

_ what to do. 
Well now what can be + WIT in ſuch aſs; 
but to repair to the divine oracle, and look 
and cry to him who dwelleth between the 
cherubims, that he would ſhine forth, with 
his power and goodneſs to ſupport, protect 
and relieve them ; and with his wiſdom to 
teach them what ſteps to take, and what me- 
thods to purſue, for their ſafety and proſ- 
perity. When the Moabites and Ammonites, 
and a multitude with them, invaded the 
land of Judah, Jehoſhaphat the king pleads 
with God in prayer, ſaying, ' We have no 
might againſt this great company, neither 
know we what to do; but our eyes are upon 
thee.* This is for the comfort and ſafcty 
of the people of God, that altho' they are | 
oftentimes in the dark, and know not what 
to do ; that their God is never in the dark, 
nor 


® 2 Chron. 26. 12. : 
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nom at a loſs what. to do, for the protection 
and ſafety of his people. God is light, and 
in him is no darkneſs at all. He is won 
derful in counſel, as well as excellent in 
working: there is no wiſdom, nor counſel, 
nor. underſtanding againſt the Lord that ſhall 
proſper.—Surtly then it becomes us in every 
dark and difficult time, to repair to him who 
dwells between the cherubims, that he would 

| ſhine forth; that he would give wiſdom to 


the wiſe, and knowledge to them that know LL 
® underſtanding*: that he would give them to 
K. underſtand the times, & ſeaſons, and to know 
"3 what Iſrael ought to do, in certain critical 


th junctures, and that he would direct the pub- 
lick counſels of nations and of provinces > 
and inſtead of ſcattering darkneſs in their 


Fo path, or diſconcerting them in any righteous 
- | meaſures, that he would open to them a 
o_ right way; and make the path of duty and 
* ſafety plain before them, and unite all parties 
E io che RE ©: ER 


When it is a time of trouble, fear and 
| diſtreſs, when the heart melteth, and the 
knees ſmite together, and all faces gather 
blackneſs, or are turned into paleneſs, from 
the fearful expectation of ſome approaching 
judgment or-calamity ; or if a people are 
actually under ſuch troubles that they cannot 
ſee totheendof them ; but all is gloomy and 

® Dan. 2. 21. Bs 4 | dark 


4 

dark before them: What cangheydo better at 
has time than to cry to him who dwelſs 
between the cherubims, to ſhine forth to 
Fi their trqubles, to ſcatter their .gloomy 
ars, to dif 50 the diſmal proſpęcts, and fill 
15 with il t, and peace, and all proſperity? 2 
What a dark and gloomy day was it with | 
the Jews in Har captivity, when there was 
2 decree (by the influence of wickedHaman) 
fent forth from the Perſian monarch, to kill 
and to cavfe to periſh, all the Jews, young : 
And old, little children and women, in one 
day ; and to take the ſpoil of them for a 
8 And as the 5 complained to 
the king, that they were ſold, to be deſtroyed, 
to be ſlain, and to periſhf. But upon their 
faſting with humble and fervent prayer, he 
who Gwelt between the cherubims did ſhine 
forth ; and by his wiſe and merciful over- 
rulin providence, broyght light out of all 
that Jarkneſs.: For the death and deſtruction 
that was denounced againſt them, was bro't 
upon their great enemy, and his houſe: And 
as for the Jews, inſtead of being killed, and 
flain, and deſtroyed, and made to perifh,they 
had light and gladneſs, joy and honour?. 
And that day which was appointed for the 
Azughter of all the Jews throughout the 
hundred and ſeven and twenty provinces of | 


5 
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1 Perfran empi 8 into 3 5 
day of N hers and of ſending 
preſents. one to be *.—So that w < 
ſay, tere is no day fo dark and Ts 
it be a darkneſs "hae may be felt. Hyt when 
God ſhines;forth from between the & irt 


* 


F* 


Sims, he 24 a all the clouds, and 1 51 


darkneſs or Veg mY 12 * or 17 Tal 
as he pleaſes. When he giveth quictnels, 
who then make trouble * And when he 

Nite is fey who, hy can behold him ? 


85 er it be do one againſt a nation, or 2 
man only}. 


ut before t ak this head, 1 8 ld 
obſerve, that God does in an emincnily glo- 
rious: manner ſhine. forth, as from between | 
the cherubims, when he things forth in the 
face of 77 ſon Jus Chriſt, and in the 0 

light of the goſpel. And in nothi 
2 glory of hel Lord ſbine forth ſo brig 0 
as in and by Jeſus Chriſt. For he 15 f 
brightneſs, A! his Father's glory, and the . 
preſs image of his perſon: He is the image 
of the inviſible God, and in him dwells al 
1 Fa Ye 
® Effher 9. 19. + Ifaiah 45. 7. 1 Job 34. bs 
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the fulneſs of theGodhead bodily. Accord 
ngly ſays Chriſt, they who have ſeen me; 
have ſeen the Father.“ Now as it is the gof: 


bel that Pet e and His glory to 


vs; fo whenever God is pleaſed to ſend his 
goſpel among. a people, and capfes the clear 
and the true light thereof to, ſhine among 
them; then may it be ſaid, that he who 
dwells between the cherubims ſhines forth. 
Says Chriſt, I am the light of the world; 
he that belleveth in'me-ſhall not walk in 


darkneſs, but ſhall have the light of life. f 


And wherever the goſpel comes, ' ſhines and 

revails ; there the ſon of righteouſneſs a- 
riſes with healing in his wings: And the ig- 
norant heathen who dwelr in darkneſs 'and 
in the region of the ſhadow of death, ſaw a 
great light, which ſcatters the darkneſs - of 


heatheniſh ignorance and error; and they 


were brought opt of darkneſs into marye]- 
TEETER Io 


clouded, and darkned with antichriſtian er- 
rorsg 


of ſuperſtition and idolatry,” ſo that the 
tru Toke, the light of truth and prach can- 

175 ſhine through, then God may be ſaid to 
hine forth from between the cherubims, 

when he cauſcs the light of the glorious gof- 

pe! in all the divine doctrines and duties 
Wm Winden 
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thereof, ſo to ſhine forth, as to ſcatter yeh 
errors and cotruptions ; and cauſes thoſe 
who have been given up to ſtrong deluſions 
and made to believe lies, to come in and 
embrace the truth as it is in Jeſus.” And 
thus God none forth from between n 
cberubims at: the time of the glorious refors | 
tation, between two & three hundred years 


ago, when olir nation with ſome others, were 


by the light of the goſpel convinced of the 
errors and corruptions of the church of 
Rome, openly. proteſted againſt them, and 


8 * 2 . 


calle our GO. ET 
Furthermore, when jealouſies, diſcords 
and contentĩons ariſe among a people, eithet 


of a religious or civil nature; when religi- 
ous controverſies run high among petfons, 


fo as to cenſure and cohdemn each other, and 
all love and friendſhip and charitable com- 
munion is deſtroyed; or when there are dis 
1 « a i 4 "XY "Re # 9 £22 40 
vil diſcords between thoſe i power, or be- 
tween magiſtrates and people; or when mu⸗ 
tual jealouſies or diſcontents ariſe betwee 
kingdoms and their colonies ; When nation 
Al 4.* ; Batt oo CLIN OLE LY 
and kingdoms look with a jealous eye upo 
their growing colonies : And when on the 
other hand the colonies think hard of fome 
impoſitions that are laid upon them, by which 
means the friendly intercourſe and mutual 
commerce is much interrupted and abatec— 


If 


* 


* o 
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am wit 0 , 2 onda 
{f 60d appears jo ſuch dark times to the ha- 
tions and colonies, and leads them into wen | 

POETS IE 48 ot 2 431 ws 2 SSP, 
wiſe and righteous meaſures, on both ſides 
12 III hei 1 ie nn #Y. 4 

| 84 a $0 oy a 1 and jealouſies vaniſh, their 
Amen fir and die away, and Igve 
and harmony, 2s well as a mutual b 


commerce returns: Then may God be {aid 
to ſhine forth as from between the, cheru- 
Picms 10. ſuch A people, i 1 15 far as there 
dre any ſuch diſcord or darkness between 

i ther country and her colonies, x 


dur mo & 1. þ 1 40 5 j Fo wn hol of 
would this day cry unto God, that he woul 
merciful to us, and cauſe his face thus to 


* 9 | — 


1 qe upon us. 4 28 2 x To ＋ a Ss 
Finally here, when any poor ſoul is. bro't 
qut of a ſtate of fin and guilt, into a ſtate of 


: prace and favour with God, by the almighty 


jrit ſhining into his ſoul, turning him 
3 A to light, and from the power 
of ſatan unto God; then God ſhines from 
the mercy ſcat, and from between the che- 


' Tubims. 8e when a poor gracious ſoul who 
i fear the Lordand obcyeth the voice of his 
ant, yet walketh in darkneſs and hath 
po light ; is full of gloomy thoughts, and 
Giftrefling fears ; andGod ſcatters theſe clouds | 
that lie upon the minds of his ſaints, lifts up | 
the light of his countenance upen them, and 
fills them with peace and joy in believing ; 
then he who dwells between the cherubims 
ſhines forth. 1 And 


** 
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| And thus we fee, that this one Petigian, 
ven that God who dwells between ay 
cherubims would ſhine forth, comprehends 


the greateſt bug s. In this we pray chat 


the goſpel light may be ſent and ſhine to 
the darkeſt corners of the world ; and that 


the whole earth may be filled with the know 


ledge and glory of God and Chriſt, as the 
auen Mi Roy ſeas. That popiſh 15 well 
as heatheviſh darknefs may be ſcattered, and 
that the true light may fhine forth gloriouſly 
where it has been ſo long obftrufted and 
obſcured, by the errors and corruptions of 
man. And where men have fallen into fuch 


religious or civil diſcords, that they know not 


how to extricate themſelves: thatGod would 
throw in ſuch light vpon contending parties, 


and ftir up fuch a meck and, peaceable dif- 


poſition, that all real grievances may. be re- 
moved, and all ftrife and contention may die 
away. And further, in this we pray, that 
where there is the external light of the goſ- 
pel, (as among proteſtants) there may be the 
internal tans of the divine. fpirit ; 


and that he who caufed the. light to ſhine 


out of darkneſs at firſt, would ſhine into mens 


hearts, and give them the light of the know- 
ledge of the glory of God, in the face of Jeſus 


Chriſt : And*that every truly gracious foul 
that walks in datkncſs, may bave the light 


[4] 


of God's countenance lifted upon. him, and | 
we] joy of God's ſalvation reſtored to him. 

3. Let us now conſider the next petition 

in the text, Stir up thy frength, ang 
came and ſave us. 

Iſracl was, as I have hinted, in very — 
cult, perplexed circumſtances, at the time 
this plalm was compoſed. They were fed 
with the bread of tears, and had tears to 
drink. They were at ſtrife with their neigh- 
bours, and their enemies laughed at them, 
and among themſelves, 5 & 6 verſes. Their 
hedges of defence were broken down; and 
all that paſſed by plucked at them; the boar 
out of the wood waſted them: and the wild 
beaſts of the field devoured them, 12 & 13 
verſes. And it was quite beyond their own 
power to defend themſelves; or to extricate 
themſelves out of the difficulties they were 
involved in. And God fo withdrew the in- 
terpoſitions of his power, as brought tbem 
into a declining ſtate, and they ſeemed laid 
open to all manner of calamities, without 
ſtrength or power to avoid them: therefore 
the Pſalmiſt prays that God would awake, 
that he would ſtir up his ſtrength and come 
and fave them. They were not able in their 
own ſtrength to cope with their enemies, or 
with other difficulties they might be involved 
in: and therefore the Plalmiſt pleads = 
G 
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God to appear for their help, and tir. up 
his ſtrength and come and fave them. He 
very probably was for their uſing outward 
means to deliver themſelves, and redreſs their 
grievances. But his eye was primarily and 
ultimately upon God; ſenſible that his power 
and ſtrength alone could fave them. Here 

let me ſay two or three things. - 
1. God is a God of ftrength and power, 
abundantly able to help and ſave his people. 
Once bave I heard this, yea twiee, that 
power belongeth untoGod®, He is of great 


power, as well as his underſtanding infinite. 


Who is there, that has an arm like God, or 
that can thunder with a voice like him ?F 
He is indeed as he ſays the almighty God: 
and therefore nothing can be too hard for 


God, or difficult for him to do! He who 


commanded the whole world into being by 
the word of his power, has every creature 
in univerſal nature at his command : So that 
he can do juſt what he pleaſes in the armies 
of heaven, and among the inhabitants of the 
earth. He is the God of armies, neither is 
there any number of his armies : He can 
arm the moſt deſpicable inſets with ſuch 
irreſiſtable force that all the ſtrength of man 
can't ſtand hefore them. Locuſt and ca- 
terpillars, and cankerworms, and frogs, and 
flies 
Pal. 62. 11. tf Pfal. 147. 5. + Job 40. 8. 
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Alles and lice, have been ſent forth in ſuch 


mighty armies, that the proudeſt and the 
hardieſt monarchs with all the power of 


their kingdom could not reſiſt, or repel. 


The elements are all, ſo athis command, that 
he can make uſe of them juſt as he pleaſes. 
Fire and hail, ſnow and vapours, and ſtormy - 
winds, all fulfill his word-* And to go 

further ſtill, let me ſay, that even the very 
hearts of the children of men are under his 
almighty power and influence, to turn and 


change as he pleaſes. Yea the very heart of 


kings and monarchs, thoſe grand hinges upon 
which the great affairs of kingdoms and em- 
pires turn, are in his hands. The kings heart 
is in the hand of the Lord ; as the rivers of 
waters, he turneth it whitherſeever he 
wall. F | 
2. Whenever God ſhall ſtir up his ſtrength, 
Vs can do every thing for the ſalvation and 
deliverance of his church and people. 
The eyes of the Lord run to and fro thro' 
the whole carth, to ſhew bimſelf ſtrong in 
behalf of them whoſe heart is perfect to- 
wards him. I Sometimes God ſeems to neg- 
le& or forget his people for a while, and 
ſuffers their enemies to prevail, and many 
evils and calamities come upon them, by 
which they are brought low : But when God 
ariſes 


*' Pſa}, 148.8. F Prov. 21. 1. f 2 Chron. 16. 9. 
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ariſes to plead the cauſe of his people, then 


their enemies ſcatter; and they that hate him, 
or his people, are made to flee before them. 


It is in God's power to pluck up and pull 
down; or to ſet up and advance a nation and 
people, a kingdom or country, juſt as he 
pleaſes. When God purpoſes to ſnew fa- 
vour to a nation or people to ſave them 
from their enemies, or from diſcords among 


themſelves, or from any other judgment or 


calamity, and put them into a ſtate of peace 


and proſperity ; he has innumerable ways 


to do it; and by ſome means or other he 


will effectually bring it to paſs. When God 


undertakes for his people, and is pleaſed to 
ſtir up, and put forth his ſtrength and power 
for them, no weapon or defign formed 
againſt them can proſper. He can detect 


all ſecret plots and contrivances: he can 


overſet all their ſchemes, and defeat them in 
all their enterprizes. Indeed ſometimes God 


ſuffers the enemies of his church to prevail 
for a while: and for the fins of his ewn 
people, he will as it were ſtand by, and 
ſuffer them to be brought low, that at 


length his power and the merciful interpo- 
ſitions of his providence may be the more 


' conſpicuous : but when the time, the fect 


time to favour his people, and their righteous 


cauſe, ſhall come; then God will awake as 
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a \ mighty man for their help: and will take 
ſome effectual methods for their relief; and 
won't ſuffer the rod of the wicked to reſt too 
long upon the lot of the righteous, leaſt the 
righteous ſhould put forth their hands to 
iniquity.“ And as God has innumerable 
ways to bring about his purpoſes in favour of 
his people, ſo he oftentimes does it in ways 
Jeaſt thought of by them. And by ſuch 
weak and unpromiſing inſtruments, fr the 
excellency of the power may be of God, 
and not of mani; that no fleſh ſhould glory 
in his preſence. By whom ſhall Jacob ariſe ? 
for he is ſmall. Why, he ſhall ariſe by the 
ſtrength, and the arms of his hands ſhall be 
—_—_ ſtrong, by the hands of the mighty 
God of Jacob. With what a ſtrong and 
mighty hand did God bring Iſrael out of 
Egypt, that houſe of bondage? and carry 
them thro' the howling wilderneſs to the 
promiſed land? 

And was it not the ſame Sine power 
and goodneſs which bro't our fore- fathers 
over the great and the wide ſea, into this 
howling wilderneſs, that protected them in 
their infant ſtate, & has preſerved them and 
us to this very day? And whenever God 
mall ſtir vp his ſtrength and power in our 
behalf, he will ſave us from the judgments 

| that 
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that we may be under; and from all 
that may be our fear. For if God be for 
us, we need not fear who or what can be 
againſt a 

3. We muſt therefore in | all dark and 
troubleſome times, intreat theLord by hum- 
ble and fervent prayer to far up his ſtrength 
and come and ſave us. 

This is the method that a people ought, 
and which a religious people will betake 
themſelves to, at all times: efpecially in 
all dark and threatning times. Although 
God is willing to ſtir up his ſtrength, and 


put forth his power for the help and ſafety 


of his people; yet he expects, and requires 
that we ſhould ſeek to him for it in the way 


of humble fervent prayer. Now God re- 
| quires this not ſo much for his own ſake, 


as for ours and the reſt of mankind ; that 
he may be ſeen and acknowledged,and pro- 
per praiſes be returned to him from thoſe 
who have received any remarkable anſwer of 
their prayers. God is able and ready at any 
time to relieve his people ; but he will be 
inquired of to do it for them. And people 
oftentimes go without the divine help, be- 
cauſe they don't ſeek to him for it as they 
ſhould. Ye have not, becauſe ye aſk not.“ 
And therefore when God would prepare his 

people 
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people for any ſalvation from him, he does 
it by putting them upon prayer; and by 
pouring out a ſpirit of and Copplict- 
tion upon them. 
Athly. Let us conſider the other petition 
in the text, viz. That God would turn E 
again, and cauſe his face to ſhine. 
Now if the children of Iſrael were in cap- 
"tivity at that time, as ſome ſuppoſe, then we 
may underſtand that God would turn or 
return their captivity : And indeed the deli- 
verance out of any trouble, is a turning; 
yea a turning our captivity. Thus when 
| God brought Job out of his ſore afflictions, 
it is ſaid, the Lord turned the captivity of 
Job. T But we may conſider the words in a 
religious ſpiritual ſenſe, as a turning them 
from their ſins to God again from whom 
they had revolted. And whether this be 
the meaning of the Pſalmiſt in this place or 
not, yer it is in itſelf a great truth, that in 
praying to God to ſtir up his ſtrength and 
come and fave us; we muſt alſo pray to him 
that he would turn us from all our ſins unto 
himſclf, as the beſt preparative for obtaining 
his ſpecial favour in other regards. 
Here it may be ſaid, | | 
1. That for . moſt part, if not always, 
when God ſuffers his church and 2 
| al 
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fall into trouble, it is becauſe they have turn 
ed and deze from God into ſome fins 
or other. 
| Theſe are the terms upon. which A pro- 
feſſing people ſtand with God: Hear ye me 
Aſa, and all the men of Judah, The Lord is 
with you, while you are with him: if thou 
| ſeek him, he will be found of you; but if 
thou forſake him, he will forſake you. * And 
there is no profeſling people of God under 
judgments and calamities, under darkneſs. 


; and difficulties in their public affairs, but 
Te may find the prevalency of ſin, or ſome ſin- 


ful backſlidings and revoltings, from God, 


of | which they have fallen into Mor this we 
* may lay down as a rule, that it is ſin and 
* nothing elſe that ſeparates between us and 
A our | God, and that hides his face from us. 
* We cannot reaſonably expect God to 
be appear for his people, and ſtir up his ſtrength 
in and fave them; unleſs they repent and turn 
d from their ſins. 
im I is fin that begets the controverſy 0 
1 tween God and his people; and ſo = as 
ing a people continue obſtinatein ſin, they have, 

no juſt grounds to think that God's anger. 
= will be turned away from them ; but that 
ys his hand is and will be ſtretched out ill. 
Kh Indeed God does ſometimes remove (as we 


® 2 Chron. 15. 2. 
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may ſuppoſe) ſome preſent judgment or ca- 
lamity, even although there be not a ſincere 
repenting and turning to God: But when- 
ever this is the caſe, the conſequence will 
be, that ſorer and heavier judgments will 
come upon them afterwards : for God will 
remember all their wickedneſs,and at length 


ſeven times heavier judgments ſhall - come 


them. So that we cannot upon any 
juſt grounds expect that God will hear us 
when we call, and ſhine forth, and ſtir up 
his ſtrength, and come and ſave us, if we 
don't turn from our fins unto God. For 
the people tuggeth not to him that ſmiteth, 
neither do edel the Lord of hoſts: There- 


fore the Lord will cut off from Iſrael head 


and tail, branch and ruſh in one day.* | 
3. A finful people need much of the divine 
Belp and influence in their turning to God. 
For altho' every man's reaſon will tell 
kim that it is his duty, intereſt and ſafety to 
repent of his ſins & turn toGod ; yet alas! 


ſuch is the depravity of our nature, and the 


corruption of our hearts, and the power of 
our luſts, that with all our reaſoning meerly 
of itſelf, we cannot find in our hearts to 
reſolve and ſtrive in good earneſt againſt our 
ſins, ſo as to renounce and forſake them, and 
turn to God with all our hearts. There is 

a 

® Ifaiah 9, 14, 15. 
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a law in our members warring. againſt ' the 


law that is in our minds. So that altho' 
we cannot but ſee in a good meaſure the 
evil and the danger of fin; yet ſo headſtrong 
are our [uſts, that they carry us away from 
God and duty, to the gratification of ſome 
or other of them, altho' it be plainly and 
evidently to our deſtruction. And therefore 
there = the powerful influences of the 
divine ſpirit to convert or tuen the ſoul from 
fin to God. Indeed ſinners are called upon 
to convert and turn themſelves*; but this is 


never done without ſome ſpecial aſſiſtance of 


the divine ſpirit. And therefore, 
4. We muſt make this a ſpecial article of 
our prayer to God, as ever we would obtain 


his favor, that he would turn us again. 


We muſt pray with the prophet, Turn 
thou me and | ſhall be turned, for thou art 
the Lord my God. We muſt beg of God 
that he would put forth his power and grace 
ſo as effectually to turn us from all our ſins; 
We muſt intreat of him ſo to ſtir up his 
ſtrength, as to work a gracious change in our 
hearts, and beget within us a deep ſenſe of 
the crying ſins that are among us, and that 
he would pour out a ſpirit of repentance 
and reformation upon all orders of men, 
and that we may be turned every one from 

H his 
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his iniquity. And if God ſhall grant us this 
tequeſt; it will be the beſt token for good 
unto us: For we may depend upon it, — 
if God ſhall grant us this repentance, and 
turn us again to himſelf, we_/hall be ſaved. 
Turn us again, O God ! and cauſe thyjface 
to ſhine upon us, and we ſhall be ſaved. 
Which leads me to the third and laſt 
general head to be conſidered, viz. 
III. That if God will but thus turn us 
to himſclf, and cauſe his face to ſhine 
upon us, we ſhall be ſaved. 
Iltfk a backſliding people are by the power 
and grace of God turned to him, his face 
will ſhine upon them ; and if his face does 
but ſhine upon them, they ſhall be faved. 
Saved from divine wrath, and from divine 
zudgments, which they are under, or which 
hang over them, and are ready to fall heavy 
upon them. God will then undertake for 
them, and eſpouſe their cauſe, and deliver 
them out of all their difficulties, and from 
all that is their fear. If a people be tho- 
roughly turned unto God, God will ſmile 
and ſhine upon them, and ſave them, from 
their enemies, from dreadful earthquakes, 
from mortal ſickneſs and famine, yca and 
from cvery deſolating judgment, and their 
God, even their own God will bleſs them 
wich temporal and with Ipiricual bleſſings. 
But 
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But I may not enlarge upon this head,” hav- 
ing taken up ſo much of our time in the 
foregoing part of our ſubject. And that 
this will be the happy caſe of all ſuch as are 
effectually turned toGod, is abundantly con- 
firmed by all the exceeding great and preci- 
ous promiſes of the goſpel ; and the people 
of God at one time and another have expe- 
rienced the truth hereof. And ſo I proceed 
to the Application. 2 Hg | 
And here waving many uſeful and in- 
ſtructive inferences ; I ſhall immediately go 
to the point in hand, and apply the ſubject 
to ourſelves, and the preſent ſtate of this 
people in particular. e 


And here let me ſay, 

1. We are a part of the church and peo- 
ple of God, who have God for their ſhep- 
herd, to lead and feed them. 1 9 5 

We are deſcended from thoſe who were 
in covenant with God, and who gave up us 
their children to God in our infancy, and 
many of us have renewed this covenant, and 
taken the ſacred bonds thercof upon our- 
ſelves : So that we are viſibly and by pro- 
feſſion the people of God, and he is our 
God, our ſhepherd, which as it implies great 
and glorious privileges, ſo it implies many 
duties ſtrictly to be regarded by us. For if 
2 we 


* 
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we would have God to be a ſhephetd, a 
guide, a friend and a father to us; our car- 
riage towards him, muſt be with all that holy 

fear and reverence, with all that dntifolnel 
and ſubmiſſion, with all that holy truſt & con- 
fidence, which becomes us towards ſueh an infi- 
nitely glorious being, who admits us to ſtand 
in ſuch a near and bleſſed relation to him. 

2. We have ſadly, ſhamefully backflidden 
and turned away from God. 

We have in a very ſad degree committed 
the two abominable evils, at which the very 
heayens may well be aſtoniſhed. —We have 
been forſaking God the fountain of living 
waters; and been hewing to ourſelves ciſ- 
terns, broken ciſterns, that can hold no water. 
W hat a general forſaking i is there of God 
and the things of God? And what a run- 
ning after the world and the things that are 
in the world? Oh! What a proud and what 
a worldly ſpirit prevails, and how do thoſe 
luſts carry men to envy and jealouſy, to fraud 
and injuſtice, to extortion and oppreſſion, 
to ſtrife and contention ? And how mach 
is there of lewdneſs, fornication, and ſuck 
groſs uncleanneſs, as well as light and wan- 
ton behaviour? How have profane curſing 
and ſwearing, yea and horrible perjuries ap- 
pear'd among us. When in the days of our 
tore-fathers we have becn told there was 

ſcarce 
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| fearce a profane oath heard among "Ou 


And how does intemperate drinking and 
gaming prevail, deſtroying both the 'heahth 
and wealth of the people, and threatning 
our ruin. Moreover, what a negligence 
and old as to the things of Gd ànd 
religion, is found among us? How is the 
fabbath profaned ? how is the public wor- 
ſhip neglected, or carclefly and irreverently 
attended by many? In ſhort, the life and 


power of godlineſs is ſadly decayed, and 


that which remains is languiffing and ſeems 
ready to die. | 

Moreover, We have wean to ihe 
general flackneſs and unfaithfulneſs- am 
people in their various buſineſſes, eallings, 
and relations of life: And Oh rhe fad detay 
as to family religion, family order and go» 
vernment! And is there not reaſon to fear 
that ſccret prayer is ſadly neglected by many 


of our young people? and may we not fear 


it even of 'others, who have caſt off fear and 
reſtrained prayer before God ? And will not 
the cloſets of fome that ſhould witnefs for 
their devotion, teſtify to their horrible neg- 
ict? And truly may it not be ſaid that fin 
and wickedneſs has gotten ſuch head in ſome 
places of the land, that men are aſhamed to 
appear openly and boldly againſt the fins of 


the times, and 1a the auld of God and of 
religion? : 
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3. We may conclude God is angry at us 
for theſe our ſinful declenſions, and ſo brings 
dark and difficult times over us. It is a day of 
darkneſs & gloomineſs, both with our nation 
at home, and with ourſelves. And what 
better can be expected for them or us, whilſt 
they and we indulge ſo many provoking 
evils-among us ? Shall I not viſit for theſe 


things, faith the Lord, ſhall I not be avenged 


on ſuch a nation and people as this ?* In- 
deed the dark and gloomy ſtate of our na- 
tion and theſe colonies don't ariſe (as moſt 


commonly they have done) from wars with 


great and mighty nations, who have threat- 
ned. or attempted our deſtruction: For thro' 
the kind providence of God, we are not at 
war with any nation that I know of: Nei- 
ther do our dark and difficult rimes ariſe from 
any remarkable judgments that come more 
immediately from the hand of God; ſuch 
as earthquakes, thunder, lightnings, ſtorms, 
peſtilence, famine, and the like: For bleſſed 
beGod thro his abundant goodneſs, we were 
ſcarce ever more free from thoſe judgments. 
But alas the dark & threatning clouds which 
hang over England and America, are what 
they and we have cauſed. Diſcontents and 
diſcords, together with their and our fins, 
are what have raiſed ſuch a miſt, ſuch a black 


and 
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and dark cloud, which hangs over both them 


and us. 


Gad for the ſins of: a people oftentimes 
ſends or ſuffers an evil ſpirit to go forth, 


between rulers themſelves, or between rulers 


and the people, as in the days of Abimelech“. 


And whenever an evil ſpirit prevails, ſuch as 


a ſpirit of pride and ambition, a worldly, car- 
nal and ſelfiſh ſpirit, by which men look 
more at their own wealth, honour, eaſe or 
pleaſure, than at the public good; and when 
with theſe, is mixed a ſpirit of envy, jealouſy, 
diſcontent, murmuring and the like, what 
can be expected but that love, peace and or- 
der will be deſtroyed among ſuch a people? 
and that contention, confuſion and every evil 
work ſhould break forth among them? From 
whence come wars and fightings, come they 
not hence even of your luſts, which war in 


your members rf? When we read of civil 


wars that have been in nations; and what 
was in our own nation a little more than a 
century paſt; and conſider the prevalency 
of thoſe luſts which cauſe contention ; we 


may well, and many a one does tremble to 


think what God in his righteous anger may 
ſuffer to come upon us. Wherefore, 
4thly. Let us earneſtly ſeek and cry to 
God, that he — and the good ſhepherd, 
and 
* Judges 9. 23. + James 4. 2. 
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and who dwells between the cherubims, 
would ſhine forth, ſtir Ws his Rong and 
come and fave us. 

Verily our help is in the name of the 
Lord, who hath made heaven and earth. & 

Oh! then to the great, and the good ſhep» 
herd and ſaviour of his people, fer us go 
with our humble and fervent prayer, for our 
nation and our land. 

Humihation and prayer is the very babe 
nels of the day: Let us then in a deep ſenſe 
of the fins of the nation, and of the land, 
and of the deep ſhare we ourſelves have in 
the common gullt, cry toGod, that he would 
give car, and that he would be attentive to 
the voice of our ſupplications. We have been 
calling upon God in our public, and I truſt and 
hope alſo in our family and ſecret devotions ; 
and now let us plead withGod that he would 
not turn away our prayers, nor his mercy 
from us. And let us continue inſtant in 
prayer, that he who dwells between the che- 
rubims would ſhine forth with his divine 
and gracious influences, for eſtabliſhing the 
throne in righteouſneſs, and mercy, and ſup- 
parting and lengthening out the precious life 
and reign of our gracious Sovereign King 
George the third, in great mercy and favour 
to Tin whole Britiſh empire. And that his 
SS. miniſters 
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Miniſters of ftate, his privy couhe 


al, 
and the parliament, that grand council of 
the nation, may be furniſhed with wiſdom 


and zeal to detect, and ſuppreſs any corrup- 
| tions there may be among any ranks and 


orders of men in government; and that 
while they are jealous for the prerogative 
of the Crown, they may have a tender and - 


$ealous concern for the rights, liberties and 


privileges of the people. And that they may 


beſo infightned from between the cherubims, 


as to underſtand and always keep in mind, 
that the original & grand deſign of civil go- 
vernment, was not to inrich and aggrandize 
a certain number of perſons: but to protect 
the rights and properties, lives and liberties 


of the people in general. And that God 


would fo thine forth, as to give rulers and 
others to ſee, that when the grand and go- 
verning view of any in power is to make 
themſelves rich and great, by laying heavy 
and unreaſonable burdens upon the people, 
one great and good deſign of civil go- 
vernment is perverted. _ „ 
And may God ſo ſhine forth upon all in 
government, that they may have not only a 
ſacred regard to the MagnaCharta of Great- 
Britain: but to the Magna Charta given by 
the great God to mankind, containing the 
rights and privileges, as well as duties of hu- 
1 . man 
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man nature. And eſpecially to the Magna 
Charta of the. delfel which we and all I 
ſtians are under; according to. which it is 
expected chat they who exerciſe: lordſhip and 
authority over others, ſhould be bencfaffore®, 
And the declared deſign of all in office from, 
the. higheſt to the, — is to be the mini, 
fers of God for good f. Ob! How carneſtly 
then ſhould we pray for kings and for all in 
authority, that God who puts them in ſuch 
high and difficult ſtations of life, would give 
his judgments and his nn unto 
chem. | 
But then we mould 3 for the people 
as well as for the rulers: That God would. 
ſhine forth ſo as to inlighten, inſtruc and 
incline them to all the honour, ſubjection 
and obedience they owe to the civil rulers, 
and to the laws and ordinances made by 
them. That they may be kept from ſedition 
and rebellion, from unreaſonable diſcontents 
and murmurings; and that they may fear. 
God and honour the king, and governors as 
ſent by him, and that they may ſubmit to 
every law ful ordinance of man for the Lord's 
ſake, leading quiet and peaceable lives in all 
godlineſs and honeſty: And at the ſame time 
that he would ſo ſhine upon & enlighten the 
people, that 1 may underſtand the juſt 
* 
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boun + of evil power, ſo 48 to know what 
2 | aue bf ied 10 8887 
— whavabey: are not. "And | if 'ever there 
mould ariſe any debates or diſputes between 
rulers and ruled, telating to the meaſures of 
obedience we muſt earrieſtly cry to God. that 
people 
what is their duty. And if ever there fhould 
Sus er unconftitutional laws c- 
id ſtir up his ſtrength, 
and ſo zoterpoſe and influence the higher 
that the ſame may be repealed: & that 
every right and good law, eſtabliſhed by pro- 
per. authority, may be heartily received and 
readily obeyed by the people; and ſo all 
contentions, and ſo much as ake beginnings ' 
of them may ceaſe, and peace and harmony 
- all Woe may be reſtored and eſta- 
” ; 
* Finally, Let us not in "he midlt of any 


— debates, 2 to pray for other 


great and neceſſary bleſſings. O may God 
be merciful unto us and bleſs us, and cauſe 
his face to ſhine upon us, with reſpect to 
the advaneing ſeaſons of the year: that we 
may have ſummer as well as winter, that we 
may have ſeed time, and harveſt, rains and 
ſhines and fruitful ſeaſons thro' the ſummer: 
that he would preſerve the fruit of the trees, 
and the fruit of the ground, from devouring 
a 12 inſects, 
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inſects, from dreughts and froſts, from blaſts 
ings and mildews: that he would ſhine upon 
the trade, the handy work, the merchandizg 
and fiſhery, as well as huſhandry ot our 
—* : and ans God even our God way! bleſe 
us. Wherefore, 8 
. Sthly. And to cloſe all. Let us pray 
earneſtly and above all, that God would by. 
his almighty ſpirit and race turn us again 
to himſelf, and we ſhall be ſaved. 2 
. I have hinted that upon ſome accounts it 
552 dark time with us : And here may I-not 
ſay that the grievous ſinful backſlidings of 
God's profeſſing people is the darkeſt article 
apainſt us. For this ſtirs up the divine an- 
ger, and expoſes -to every judgment. And 
ſo long as we continue obſtinate in ſin,with- 
out a reformation, there js no calamity but 
we have reaſon to fear. This then is the 
firſt, and the great thing we ſhould be im- 
portunate for, with God this day, that God 
would pour out a ſpirit of repentance and 
reformation upon this people. This would 
be comprehenſive of every bleſſing, and the 
beſt token for good that we can have. Oh ! 
then let us earneſtly cry unto him, who 
dwells between the cherubims, that he would 
now ſo ſhine forth with his light & grace, as 
may convince us all of our Goful backſlid- 
ings and departures from him ; and that ould 
| wou 
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would ſo fiir up his ſtrength, as to produce 


a real reformation in all orders and ages of 
men, as to every crying ſin that is amongſt 


us. 
Then God will ſmell a ſweet favour in 
theſe our ſervices : and will be ready to hear 
and help and fave us. For if God ſhall thus 
pleaſe to turn us, he will cauſe his face to 
ſhine upon us, & we ſhall be ſaved. We ſhall 
be in way to be ſaved from outward temporal 
judgments and calamities, ſaved from all 
grievous impoſitions, ſecured of all precious 
privileges and liberties, ſaved from ſicknels, 
famine or war, and be filled with peace and 
health and plenty; yea we ſhall be faved 
not only with-a temporal but with an eternal 
falvation. Well then as the requeſt is re- 
peated over and ober again in our context, 
ſo let us repeatedly and earneſtly cry and 
plead with God this day, and fay as in the 
laſt verſe, Turn us again, O Lord God of 
Hoſts, cauſe thy face to ſhine, and we ſhall 


be ſaved. 


